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twenteth yeare of the reigne of oure sovereigne Ladye queene
Elizabeth etc.
Mr Michaell Germyn Governour Mr Nicholas Martyn Mr
Thomas Martyn John Hoyell William Spicer consulls Mr
George Smyth threaserer
At this courte ther is a lettre reade from the right worshipfull lettres
Sir Fraunces Walsingham knight chief Secretary to her Ma- reade
jestie dated the viiith daye of December 1582, directed to the
maiour of Exeter towching the voyage pretended to the westren
partes of America by Sir Humfrye Gilbert Knight and others. /
Also ther is an other lettre reade from the right worshipfull Sir
George Peckham knight dated the xiiiith of December 1583,
directed also to the saide maiour of Exeter, towching the saide
matter. /
And this Courte being especiallie called to understande what
money everie one of this companye will disburse and adventure
in and aboute the settinge forth of certen Shippinge to the saide voyase to
parties of America. And the Governour movinge the companye
thereunto, and declared the greate beneficte and commoditie
thereof ensuyng. The whole generallitie doo lyke well of the
saide voyage and wysse good successe thereunto, and woulde
be glade to adventure and set forth Shipping thether: But con-
sidering the tyme of the yeare to be Farr spente for preparacion
of Shippinge and provision for suche a voyage, They mynde to
respecte thereupon this yeare, and the next yeare as they shall
see success therein, they wilbe glade to adventure thether and
doo any thinge for the furtherance thereof. /...
Memorandum: that the xith daye of January 1583 one Olyver
Manwayringe sarvante to the right worshipfull Sir George Peck-
ham Knight (being aucthorized for that purpose) came in and
declared the pretence and order of a voyage pretended to the
westren partes of America and the greate benefeicte and com-
moditie that maye ensue thereof aswell to the whole realme as to
the adventurers that waye: And shewed forth certen lettres
patent for the assuraunce of the benefeicte of the saide adven-
turers, and a booke towching the discription and order of the
saide pretended voyage: whereupon the Governour moved the
companye to set forth certen Shipping and to be adventurers